THE   CONCERT    OF   EUROPE
putting the brake on hard, he wires to his Ambassador in Vienna no more than this: "After refusing one English proposal for a Conference, it would be impossible to waive a limine this English suggestion  a/so.  By refusing every proposition for mediation, we should be held responsible for the conflagration by the whole world, and be set forth as the original instigators of the war. That would also make our position impossible for our own country, where we must appear as having been forced into the war. . . . Therefore, we cannot refuse the mediator's role . . . especially as London and Paris continue to make their influence felt in Petersburg"
"We must appear"—a fragrant blossom of diplomacy so long as it flowers in the protecting shade of cipher! A stinking weed when once history has felled the wood and let daylight in on it! When Bethmann sent on the English proposal in a tone which unmistakably advised rejection of it, he thought to create an historic document for Germany. When the papers came to light five years later, it had turned into an historic document against Bethmaim. To make sure that Vienna does not swoon from the shock of this, he adds that Berlin is "decidedly opposed to mediation by London, and only passes on the suggestion in order to satisfy England's request." And when the next day even . the peace-loving Kaiser Wilhelm himself urges him to force Berchtold to satisfy himself with "a pledge " l&tih-mann closes his instructions to Vienna with the historic
words:
"The case is solely one of finding a way to realise Austria's desired aim that could cut the vital cord of the Greater Serbia propaganda without at the same time bringing on a world war, and if the latter cannot be avoided in the end, of improving the conditions we shall have to wage it in, so far
as is possible"
Though this be madness, there is method in it. Nowhete do we get such a revelation of mediocre superficiality as in this bureaucratic sentence of the Chancellor's. Unlike the Generals, he is by no means of war$ but he sees it coming, and yetj even 132               .                      *       *
